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Apple Computer:  
The first computer 
with a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI)



Macintosh 128k,1984 
Apple Computer, along 
with Aldus and Adobe 
Systems revolutionized 
graphic design in the 
1980s.

Apple Computer:  
The first computer 
with a Graphical User 
Interface (GUI)



Bitmapped type 
Low-resolution images were made up of pixels 
and could be output to paper at 72 dpi.



Vector type 
Adobe Systems introduces PostScript page description language 
enabling printers to output text graphics and images across platforms. 
PostScript fonts are vector-drawn.



Aldus Pagemaker 
In 1984, a 36-year-old newspaper editor, Paul Brainerd, used the 
PostScript language to develop page design software for newspapers in 
order to produce ads more efficiently.



April Greiman 
One of the pioneers of digital design, Greiman began 
to experiment with digital collage in this issue for 
Design Quarterly (Walker Art Museum, 
Minneapolis), composed of a single sheet of paper 
2 feet x 6 feet in size.



Rudy VanderLans 
Another pioneer, 
VanderLans created a self-
published magazine of 
design called Émigré along 
with fellow designers who 
had moved to the Bay Area 
from the Netherlands and 
parts of Eastern Europe. 



Zuzana Licko 
Dissatisfied with the limited fonts available in the early beginnings of 
computer design, Licko used public-domain software to design new fonts. 
She and VanderLans formed the type company Émigré Fonts.



Adobe Systems type 
A prolific typefoundry, Adobe featured original designs by 
Carol Twombly based on historic classical typefaces.

Carol Twombly, 1989



David Carson 
Former surfer, teacher turned graphic designer, Carson 
flouted design conventions.

Ray Gun, 1994



David Carson 
Carson used densely overlapped type, reverse leading, erratic letter 
spacing and text columns jammed together without gutters.

Ray Gun

Yale Fall catalog



David Carson was a post-modernist without even knowing it. A graduate 
of San Diego State University with a BA in Sociology, Carson was mostly 
self taught. He attended workshops in Arizona, Oregon, and eventually 
Switzerland where he expanded his experimental typography.  

Ray Gun magazine, 1994
Yale Fall catalog



David Carson established his career as art director of Transworld 
Skateboarding, Musician, Beach Culture, Surfer, and Ray Gun – In 
1996 he left Ray Gun  to start his own design firm.

 Nike ad



Fred Woodward 
Became art director at Rolling Stone in 1987, revitalizing magazines with 
advances in technology and intuitive design sense. This layout was seen as a 
breakthough in large-scale display type over an expanding two-page spread.

 Rolling Stone magazine, 1990



Fred Woodward 
The signature style at Rolling Stone included a 2-page spread with a 
typographical treatment on one side and a pure photo play on the 
other. Editorial content was always framed in the “Oxford Rules”.

 Rolling Stone, 1990



Fred Woodward 
Woodward combined traditional art with digital –in ways that never 
looked as though they were computer-drawn.

 Rolling Stone, 1994



Fred Woodward 
As art director, Woodward gave designers freedom to design whatever 
they wanted, so long as they respected the photography and the 
“Oxford rules.” This was to separate the editorial from the ads.

 Rolling Stone, 2001



Fred Woodward 
Today, Woodward art directs for Gentleman’s Quarterly magazine where 
his innovative style of editorial design continues.

GQ, 2012



John Plunket + 
Barbara Kuhr 
Park City, Utah designers 
responsible for making 
Wired magazine the 
technological equivalent 
of Rolling Stone.



John Plunket + 
Barbara Kuhr 
Postmodern typography 
and fluorescent colors 
signaled a new paradigm 
for print communication 
about the new electronic 
media.



Wired magazine 
The magazine’s postmodern text layouts put the experimental to practical use.



Digital software 

• Desktop Publishing software 

• Digital Imaging software 

• Vector drawing software



Soon, Web Design 
was added to our 
toolkits and 
interactive media 
was born. 

National Film Board of Canada: Seven Digital Deadly Sins

http://sins.nfb.ca/#/Grid


Web Design 
Is Web Design another 
part of a graphic 
designer’s skill set, or is 
it an entirely separate 
profession?





Web Design 
The constant change of 
technology and access to 
easy-to-use software by a 
mass audience has made the 
internet an open playing field 
driven by market forces.



Web Design 
Website design success is 
measured in analytics: 
sophisticated algorithms that 
track word searches, number 
of visitors, locations and 
sales.



Web Design 
Design is often an 
afterthought as developers 
look for ways to circumvent 
the search results using links, 
meta tags and  content loaded 
with popular keywords and 
phrases.  



Web Design 
Design is often an 
afterthought as developers 
look for ways to circumvent 
the search results using links, 
meta tags and  content loaded 
with popular keywords and 
phrases.  

The result is annoying paid 
advertisements, click-bait, 
and fake news.

News

Click-bait

Fake News



Web Design 
As graphic designers, 
our role is to give order 
to information.

TED.com

http://TED.com


Web Design 
As graphic designers, 
we create forms that 
represent ideas.

Measuring the Universe on Vimeo

http://vimeo.com/41434123


Web Design 
As graphic designers, 
interactive media gives us 
new ways to express our 
cultural, economic, and 
social existence.

Jenny Johannesson Portfolio

http://www.jennyjohannesson.com/


The Internet 
A vast network of computers connected by cables and satellites. 
Started in the 1960s  by scientists at the US Dept. of Defense 
Advanced Research Project Agency (DARFA).



The Internet 
The ARPAnet was a 
system of super 
computer sites which 
needed a way to transfer 
data between agencies 
and Universities doing 
research. Later, more 
sites were expanded 
under the National 
Science Foundation. 

Billion Dollar Brain 
with Michael Caine, 1967



The Internet 
In 1991 Congress 
granted access to public 
schools, 2-year colleges 
and business 
organizations. 

By 1997 it had 30 million 
users, 100 nations, and 
more than 150 million 
web pages.



The Internet 

In 1995 the 
internet was 
opened to 
everyone. By 
2005 there were 
800 million users 
and  
8 billion 
websites.



The World 
Wide Web 
A collection of 
“sites” that grant 
access to content 
over the 
internet. It 
includes text, 
images sound, 
animation, and 
video.  

These are all 
accessible thanks 
to a set of coded 
standards.



The World 
Wide Web 
Invented in 1990 
by physicist Tim 
Berners-Lee at 
the European 
Organization for 
Nuclear Research 
(CERN) in 
Geneva, 
Switzerland.



The World Wide Web 

HTTP: 
Hypertext Transfer 
Protocol 

HTML: 
Hypertext Markup 
Language 

URL: 
Uniform Resource Locator

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Resource_Locator

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Resource_Locator


The World 
Wide Web 
In the 1990s 
the phrase 
“information 
superhighway” 
was used to 
describe the 
huge network of 
sites with global 
access to the 
internet.



Web 1.0 
1993-2000  

• Dial-up modems 
• 50k bandwidth 
• Static web pages 
• Personal web sites 
• Brochure-like 

information 
• eCommerce sites



Web 2.0 
2000-present  

• High speed 
connections 

• Multimedia 
• Dynamic web pages 
• Social networking 
• Interactive 
• Blogs 
• Wikis 
• Apps



Digital devices 

• Cell phones 
• Smart phones 
• iTouch 
• Tablets 
• Laptops 
• Netbooks 
• Computers 
• Watches



Motion Graphics 
Saul Bass is often called the “Godfather of motion graphics”. 
The term first appeared in the 1990s although graphic 
designers had been creating animations for TV and film for 
decades.

Saul Bass



Saul Bass The Man with the Golden Arm, 1955 

Robert BrownJohn From Russia with Love, 1963 

Kyle Cooper Spider Man main titles, 2002 

Kuntzel and Deygas Catch Me if You Can, 2002 

Go2Productions Credential, Corporate video demo, 2013 

Troika Design Group Demo Reel, lynda.com

http://youtu.be/sS76whmt5Yc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58Y_U4XZupY&feature=share&list=PL87292553AC0E77F9
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=58Y_U4XZupY&feature=share&list=PL87292553AC0E77F9
http://youtu.be/1f5ykkGJvMU
http://youtu.be/gaLDyrun_Cc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kn5kSwXc_WQ
http://www.lynda.com/Design-Documentaries-tutorials/Troikas-demo-reel/745/42495-4.html
http://lynda.com



